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2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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Disposition of Claims 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The Request for Continued Examination and the Amendment filed June 1 5, 2006 
have been received. According to the Amendment, claim 1 has been amended, claims 
2-4 have been canceled, and new claims 5-11 have been added. Currently, claims 1 
and 5-1 1 are pending in the application. Acknowledgment has been made. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 5-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Stambolic et al. (5,685,776). 

Referring to claim 1, Stambolic et al. teaches a controller comprising: a main 
board (52)(Figs.3A, 4B), on which an electrical component is mounted; a buffer 
member (part holding member, i.e., bottonrrpart 30); and a switch board holding 
member, holding the switch board and integrally formed with the buffer member 
(Fig.4B). Note that, according to Stambolic et al., the push switch such as momentary 
switch 74A (Fig. 4B) is electrically connected to the electrical component (3:50-4:17; 
6:10-19). Stambolic et al. does not explicitly teach a switch board on which a push 
switch is mounted and the buffer member (or part holding member) interposed between 
the switch board and the main board, however, these are design choice since the switch 
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holding member which holds the switch (Fig.4B), as taught by Stambolic et al., would 
have the same function and effect as the claimed switch board holding member which 
holds a board having a switch mounted thereon, i.e., both the holding member of 
Stambolic et al. and the applicants holding member are for supporting the switch of the 
controller; thus, there is no unexpected result if the claimed holding member holding the 
switch alone or holding the switch board having a switch thereon. Further the 
arrangement of the part holding member to be interposed between the switch board and 
the main board does not bring unexpected result to the functionality of the controller. It 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the handheld controller of Stambolic et al., utilizing well 
known design techniques such as switches design placement and battery holder 
design, to come up with a portable controller having parts holding member that contains 
compact electronic circuitry which are reliable and inexpensive to manufacture. 

Referring to claims 5 and 7, Stambolic et al. teaches the controller further 
comprising a battery terminal holding member (bottom housing part 30)(Figs. 3A, 4B), 
holding a battery terminal and integrally or monolithically formed with the buffer member 
(or part holding member)(Fig.4B). 

Referring to claim 6, Stambolic et al. teaches the switch holding member is 
monolithically formed with the buffer member (or part holding member)(Fig.4B). 

Referring to claims 8-10, wherein the controller further comprising a first rib 
formed on the switch board holding member so as to receive a force generated by an 
operation of the push switch, and wherein the first rib is in contact with the buffer 
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member, these are manufacture design choice since the cutout slot of the switch 
holding member (Fig. 4B) would function in the same way, e.g., to receive a force 
generated by an operation of the push switch; further Stambolic et al. teaches this 
support structure is in contact or integral with the buffer member (Fig.4B). 

Referring to claim 11, wherein the controller further comprising a second rib, 
formed on the battery terminal holding member and supporting the battery terminal, this 
limitation is an obvious design choice since it is well known in the manufacturing 
industry to utilize ribs for enforcing delicate support structures. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 5-11 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Regarding the applicant's arguments that Stambolic et al. does not teach the 
limitation of part holding member to be interposed between the switch board and the 
main board (applicant's remark, page 4, 4 th paragraph), this limitation of arranging of 
parts has been considered as design choice since it does not bring unexpected result to 
the functionality of the controller. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Binh-An D. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571- 
272-4440. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai can be reached on 571-272-7147. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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XUAN M. THAI 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 


